
PORT TOBACCO PLAYERS ODEUM QUOTE: “Hitler? Mussolini? Pearl Harbor? Man you guys got all the breaks.”  

Stranger, from The American Century 

The inspirational true story of Helen Keller... 
 

 

 

by William Gibson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

March 12 - 28, 2010  
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m., Sundays at 3 p.m. 

 

Produced by Kathy Mead   Directed by Brian Donohue 

 

Tickets: $17.00 for adults, $14.00 for seniors (over 60)  

and youth (thru high school)  

 

For reservations, call 301-932-6819 or online at 

www.ptplayers.com! 

 

The Miracle Worker is a gripping story of the battle to overcome 

impossible obstacles and the struggle to communicate. As a young 

girl, Helen Keller (portrayed in the movie by Patty Duke and on the 

PTP stage by Nicole Lusk) is stricken with scarlet fever.  

 

The illness leaves her blind, mute, and deaf. Sealed off from the 

world, Helen cannot communicate with anyone, nor anyone with 

her. Often frustrated and desperate, Helen flies into uncontrollable 

rages and tantrums that terrify her hopeless family.  

 

The gifted teacher Annie Sullivan (portrayed in the movie by Anne 

Bancroft and on the PTP stage by Brooke Howells) comes to help 

the little girl understand the world from which she is isolated, free-

ing Helen Keller from her internal prison forever. 

 

There are few times that actors are asked to play such intense roles 

on stage - true stories about real people - in the struggle of their 

lives.  And this talented cast is rising to the challenge. 

 

Director Brian Donohue told us why he likes this script.  ñI have 

always been drawn to stories about people overcoming great adver-

sity. I think what makes this story unique, and the reason it has been 

able to inspire people for over a century, is that it allows us to wit-

ness the recreation of nothing less than the birth of a human soulò 

 

Make your reservations today to see this uplifting story of compas-

sion, determination, and love. 

PTP does it again!!   

Congratulations cast & crew of 

The American Century  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured from left to right: Peter Highby, Amy Victoria Parochetti, and Greg Rumpf 

 

Sunday, January 17th was a busy day.  PTPôs production, The 

American Century by Murphy Guyer, was entered in the last 

block of performances of the 25th Maryland Theater Festival.  

This year, the annual festival was being held on Silver Spring.  

One-act plays, some original works, were submitted by theater 

companies throughout the state of Maryland to be adjudicated. 

 

The production was the last show in the block, finishing out the 

performances in the festival.  It would be the last show that the 

judges would see before they were sequestered to deliberate on 

which one of the entries would move on to represent Maryland at 

the Regional festival in Delaware in May. 

 

And the judges must have loved what they saw - awarding Out-

standing Production First Runner Up which advances the pro-

duction to compete at Regionals!  As well, Amy Victoria Pa-

rochetti was awarded an Outstanding Performance award. 

 

Directed by Rachel Wallace, The American Century will be mov-

ing on to the Eastern States Theatre Association Regional Festi-

val in Delaware, where they will be competing against other 

plays from Maryland, D.C., Delaware, New Jersey, and New 

York. 'The American Century' features Lars Peter Highby II, 

Amy Victoria Parochetti, and Greg Rumpf.   

 

We asked the Director about the show.  ñI chose The American 

Century because of the versatility of the characters. I knew the 

actors would have a great time discovering themselves and their 

relationships with each other on stage through their interactions. 

Itôs a sharp, witty play that anyone can relate to especially if you 

have parents, have children, or have lived in the last 50 years. Itôs 

a fun well-written piece that has required a lot of hard work, and 

has paid off tremendously.ò 

 

A special encore performance was held at the PTP theater on 

Saturday, February 20th where an audience of supporters were 

treated to the laugh out loud comedy and all could see the charm, 

character, and humor that Rachel and the cast gave to the produc-

tion.  Money raised will be put toward the cost of traveling to the 

Regional competition.  Congratulations cast and crew!! More 

news to come in May... 

February 2010
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The Port Tobacco Players are supported in part by the Charles County Arts Alliance, the Maryland State Arts Council, and the National Endowment for the Arts.  
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